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Ccfense of CEA

Vi TE BELIEVE President Kennedy performed

“V an important service to the nation when
he canse out in strong support of the Central
Inteflizence Agency. As the CIA's former
chiel, Allen Dulles, had said earlier the same
my in an exclusive interview with the Journal-
American, the CIA was being made “tlie goat”
in i Viet Nam snafu.

The President declared it was “wholly un-
irue” that the CIA had been making its own
wolicy in Viet Nam and had not cooperated
iully with other agencies of the U. 5. Govern-
ment. e stressed tnat the CIA has worked
under direct instructions from the White
rIouse and has done “a good job.”

Intelligence work is necessarily hush-hush
and Americans  always feel uncomfortable
about secret operations. But this nation needs
its Intelligence officers vitally in a world where
all natiory; engage in secret suryeillance, and
it would b2 a highly dangerous situation for
dhe CIA lo be deprived of the ndhon s confi-

ence.

Thete has apparently béen a' Iack up to
now of rlear-cut policy for Viet Nam, and it is
commeriable that steps aré heing taken to -
remedr that uncertainty. It is also heartening
that Presldent-Kennedy has stepped in to pre-
vent .aging the CIA “the goa.t "
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